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Under Henry IV. the French, returning to
their old ways, became Royalist and Gallican
once more. England, delivered from fear
of Spanish invasions, nursing its Puritan
youth for the most revolutionary movement
in modern history, bided its time. The
Low Countries, which in 1566 had risen only
to be defeated, In 1572 revolted again, and
In 1579 the United States of Holland became
a Republic. They found a leader in William
the Silent, Prince of Orange. He was killed
In 1584 by an " obscure fanatic" named
Gerard, who acted upon the doctrine of
assassination which divines allowed aneh
statesmen practised. Coligny, Burghley,
William the Silent himself, Queen Elizabeth,
and other chiefs of parties or rulers of States,
entered into murder-plots. Mariana, the
Spanish Jesuit, defended tyrannicide and
Jacques Clement In a notorious book, after-
wards condemned by the superiors of the
Society; but his views were generally
admitted, and the contrivers of the Powder
Plot (whoever these happened to be) knew
that it was so.

The triple alliance of France, England,
and the United Provinces in 1596 denoted
two conclusions of far-reaching importance.